


COUNTY COUNSEL'S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE H 
 

ANALYSIS BY THE COUNTY COUNSEL FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA OF A 
BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIAL PARCEL TAX MEASURE 

 
Measure H (“Measure”), a Berkeley Unified School District (“District”) special parcel tax 

measure, seeks voter approval to authorize the District to levy an annual special parcel tax at 
the rate of $0.54 per square foot on the square footage of all improvements and $25 per parcel 
on all unimproved parcels beginning July 1, 2025 for a period of 8 years.  Starting in tax year 
2026-27, the District’s Board may increase the rate levied in the prior year by a cost-of-living 
adjustment based on the Bay Area Consumer Price Index or, if said index is not available, the 
Consumer Price Index – All Urban Consumers. 

 
If approved, the District will use the revenue only for the purposes set forth in the full text 

of the Measure printed in this sample ballot, including, but not limited to: instruction (such as 
class size and support for teaching and learning), school programs (such as school libraries and 
music and visual and performing arts), and student support (such as counseling and behavioral 
health).  The Measure outlines the specific percentages of the revenue that can be used for 
each purpose.  These percentages are subject to a redistribution of up to 10% of the allocations.  

 
An exemption from the special parcel tax may be granted on any single-family residential 

parcel or multi-family dwelling unit owned and occupied by an individual who: (a) is 65 years of 
age or older prior to July 1 of the tax year and meets the very low-income qualifications of the 
Berkeley Municipal Code; (b) is receiving Supplemental Security Income for a disability, 
regardless of age; or (c) is receiving Social Security Disability Insurance benefits, regardless of 
age, whose yearly income does not exceed 250% of the 2012 federal poverty guidelines.  The 
individual(s) must occupy the parcel as their principal place of residence for each exemption.  

 
Certain accountability measures apply, such as depositing the proceeds in a separate 

fund.  Other accountability measures include: establishing a Planning and Oversight Committee 
to advise the District and review the District’s compliance with the Measure; providing updated 
revenue and expenditure reports four times annually, including an Annual Report that shows the 
revenues generated, the expenditures of the revenues, and the status of any projects funded by 
the revenues; and an annual independent auditor report.   

 
A school district has the authority to levy special taxes upon approval by two-thirds of the 

votes cast on the special tax proposal.  (See Cal. Const. Art. XIII A, § 4; Art. XIII C, §2; Cal. 
Gov’t Code §§ 50075-50077, 50079, & 53722.)  If two-thirds of the qualified electors voting on 
this Measure do not vote for approval, it will fail, and the District will not be authorized to levy the 
special parcel tax.  
 

This Measure is placed on the ballot by the governing board of the District. 
  
      DONNA R. ZIEGLER 
      County Counsel 
 
The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure H, which is printed in full in this 

sample ballot pamphlet.  If you desire an additional copy of the measure, please call the 
Elections Official's office at (510) 272-6933 and a copy will be mailed at no cost to you.  You 
may also access the full text of the measure on the Alameda County website at the following 
address: www.acvote.org.  






















































